
 
 

INFLUENZA ANTIVIRAL TREATMENT ALGORITHM  

 

Resident has 
tested positive 
for influenza? 

Yes No 

Is the resident a roommate of, or had 
direct exposure with, a confirmed 

influenza positive resident? 

Yes No 

Has there been 2 or more influenza positive 
residents on the same unit within 72 hours of 

each other?  

Yes No 

Initiate antiviral 
treatment for 

influenza ASAP. 

Is resident symptomatic (resident may 
present with atypical signs and symptoms)? 

Initiate 
chemoprophylaxis 
antiviral treatment 
for influenza ASAP. 

Initiate empiric 
antiviral treatment 
for influenza ASAP 
without waiting for 

the results of the 
diagnostic testing. 

Yes No 

Initiate chemoprophylaxis 
antiviral treatment for 
influenza ASAP to all 

asymptomatic residents 
on outbreak-affected 

units. 

Outbreak control measures may 
be considered including 

initiating chemoprophylaxis 
antiviral treatment for influenza 

ASAP to all asymptomatic 
residents if 1 or more residents 

has suspected influenza and 
results of influenza testing will 
not  be available on the same 
day the specimen is collected. 

 Review with Medical 
Director 

*If resident becomes symptomatic and is suspected 
to have influenza (resident may present with atypical 

signs and symptoms) at any time while receiving 
chemoprophylaxis treatment for influenza, the 

resident should be changed from chemoprophylaxis 
treatment to empiric antiviral treatment without 
waiting for the results of the diagnostic testing. 
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